History of Washington’s
Shoreline Management Act
- and
Regulatory Guidelines

1971 . Legislature adopts an alternative shoreline management law that is based on the

' ' initiative. Through an émergency clause, the law took effeét on June 1, 1971; as
directed in that law, Ecology began developing regulatory guidelines to help local
governments implement the Shoreline Management Actof 1971.
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November ~ Both Initiative 43 and the législature’s alternative law (listed as Initiative 43-B);
1972 ' appear on the ballot (gerieral elections were still being held only in even-

numbered years at thattime). Initiative 43-B is adopted, thus affirming the law
adopted by the legislature the previous year. '
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1995 " Inresponse to Governor’s Regﬁlétory Reform Task Force recommendations, the
legislature €nacts a law that makes a variety of changes in both the SMA and
GMA, and directs Ecology to-review the SMA guidelines every five years.



January 1997 ‘Local govemments and port districts ask Ect logy to put the gmdelmes rule
development on hold until the Land-Use Study Commiission (LUSC) is consulted.
_.Ecology agrees.-

Fall 1999

countles in. updatmg the;r shore :_ ¢ riaster programs: Path A responded to local
govemmen_ that wanted more: ﬂexlblhty in meeting the standards of the-
Shoreline Management Act; Path B.coritained more-speelﬂc measures for
protecting shorélitie functions and had been blessed by fedetal fish : agencles as
meeting enuangered—spec:es requiremerits.

December The Association of Washington Business (representing a coalition of business
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2000

September 25,
2001 '

organizations, cities and counties) and the Washington Aggregates & Concrete

Association appeal the new guidelines.to the Shoreline Hearings Board. The
Washington Environmental Council leads an environmental coalition that
intervenes in support of the guidelines.

Based Ecology Director Tom Fitzsimmons® belief that mediation could be
successful, Govermor and Attornéy General convene mediation talks aimed at
reaching a legal settlement (the parties all filed appeals to the SHB ruling to

preserve their standing in court). The patties.to the lawsuit.appoint

representatives to a steering committee that does the negotiating. Former State
Supreme Court Justice Richard Guy, land-use attorney Dick Settle, and Bill Ross
serve as mediators.
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